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rould have to be organized. In the time available
t was impossible for him to extend his search.
Lnd only too reluctantly he made his way back to
^amp VI.
Seizing the opportunity of a lull in the wind he,
tfith great effort, dragged the two sleeping-bags
'rom the tents and up the precipitous rocks behind
to a steep snow patch plastered on a bluff of rocks
above. So boisterous still was the wind that it
needed all his effort to cut steps up the steep snow
slope and thus fix the bags in position. Placed in
the shape of a T they formed the signal announcing
to those 4000 feet below that no traces of their
comrades could be found.
Having made the sad signal Odell returned to
the tent, and after taking from it Mallory's compass
and the oxygen set of Irvine's design, the only
articles which seemed worth while to retrieve, he
closed it up and prepared to return.
But before departing he glanced up at the mighty
summit above him. Ever and anon it deigned to
unveil its cloud-wreathed features. It seemed to
look down in cold indifference on him, mere puny
man ; and, to his petition to yield up the secret of
his friends, howl derision in gusts of wind. And
yet, as he gazed again, another mood appeared to
creep over her haunting features. There seemed to
be something alluring in that towering presence.
He wa<3 almost fascinated. He realized that any
mountaineer must be thus fascinated; that he
who approached close must ever be led on, and,.
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